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The Association for Multicultural Counseling and Development (AMCD) has a longstanding
history of advocating for cultural competency development, social justice, and diversity,
equity, and inclusion (DEI) in educational and professional settings. We recognize that DEI
initiatives are essential for fostering environments where all individuals from diverse
backgrounds can thrive. These initiatives not only promote fairness and equity but also
enhance the quality of services provided by counselors who are better equipped to
understand and address the unique needs of their clients.

Research consistently demonstrates that DEI initiatives contribute to greater workplace
innovation, improved mental health outcomes, and more effective service provision in
counseling and education. However, by restricting DEI efforts, the presidential executive
order not only contradicts established best practices in multicultural competence and
ethical responsibility but also hinders progress towards a more equitable and inclusive
society, as outlined by the ACA Code of Ethics and the Multicultural and Social Justice
Counseling Competencies.

AMCD stands in solidarity with educators, counselors, researchers, students, and advocates
who continue to advance DEI initiatives despite these restrictive measures. We call upon
policymakers and educational leaders to reject legislation and executive actions that curtail
essential diversity-related professional development. Instead, we urge support for policies
that uphold the values of humanity, inclusion, fairness, dignity, and equity in all professional
and educational settings.

AMCD remains committed to its mission of advancing multicultural counseling and social
justice. We will not waver in our efforts to support equitable practices that help to
empower individuals from all backgrounds to thrive. These executive orders are a step
backward for our nation and an attempt to erase decades of social progress, but we stand
resolute in our belief that equity and inclusion are fundamental to a just society and the
mental health of communities of all cultural backgrounds and intersecting identities.
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